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Quick Links 

Lawrence Police 
Department 

Non-emergency 
Dispatch 

(785) 832-7509 

Neighborhood 
Resource Officers 

(785) 830-7408 

Report Traffic Safety 
Concerns 

EC Meeting Draft Minutes – Spring, 2025 
 

SHNA Executive Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, August 27, 2025, 6:30 pm 
Via Zoom 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

I. Members in attendance via Zoom: Jon Dunham, James Jordan, Rusty 

Monhollon, David Mucci, Mariana Nieto, Betsy Ostrander, Matthew Paul, 

Meleah Perez (guest), Joan Stone, and Gary Webber. 

II. Minutes of the spring meeting, May 7, 2025, accepted and approved by 

acclamation. 

III.  Treasurer’s Report, presented by James Jordan, new balance of $1,250.00. 

We have a large percentage of new members. Jordan sent thank you notes 

for renewals. The report was approved by acclamation. 

IV. Old Business  

1.  LAN update was given by Gary Webber. Gary Webber and Sherry 

Ellenbecker attended the August meeting. LAN is an unincorporated 

association of Neighborhood Associations, founded in the 90’s over 

various crises in Lawrence neighborhoods. It’s an umbrella association 

to help neighborhood associations solve problems and deal effectively 

with the city. Annual dues are $25.00. LAN was Opposed to recent 

changes to the development codes and has complained to the City 

Commission, but it had no effect. They would like to know what they 

could do to better lobby for homeowners regarding taxes and costs of 

homes along with other topics. They would like to be more effective 

and are open to suggestions. Perez had a question regarding LAN 

attendance. Webber explained that all are welcome to attend but only 

1 vote by a designated representative is allowed per neighborhood. 

SHNA would welcome any member to attend. 

2. Matthew Paul would like members of the executive committee to 

please check their emails: exec@sunsethillna.org is the preferred 

avenue for email communication. 

3. Matthew Paul asked for a discussion regarding development of 

neighborhood signs that would provide information about our 

neighborhood association and our boundaries. These signs could be 

placed in various places throughout our neighborhood like Centennial 

Park. Webber suggested forming a committee, and volunteered to 

mailto:president@sunsethillna.org
https://sunsethillna.org/
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Traffic Safety  
Reporting Tool 

 

City Code 
Enforcement 
 (785) 832-3111 

Request City Service 
Online 

 

Animal Control     To 
report a loose or 

captured animal, call 
(785) 832-7509 

Chapter C City Code: 
Regulation of Animals 

(pdf) 

 

City of Lawrence 

Good Neighbor 

Ordinances 

Snow Removal 

Dispose of Hazardous 
Waste 

 

Sunset Hill 
Businesses 
(with links to SHNA 

Members) 

• Absolute 

Pawfection 

• Acres Realty 

• Advanced Health 

Center 

• Atma Clinic 

• B. A. Green 

Construction 

• Barnes Homes 

• Beautiful Music 

• Belltone Hearing  
Aid Center 

• Body Boutique 
Fitness – SHNA 

Member 

• Buckingham Palace 
Cleaning Services- 

SHNA Member 

• Busey Home 
Mortgage 

• Capitol Federal 
Savings 

• Capitol Agency 
Insurance 

coordinate with the City, contact Parks and Rec, and identify required 

sign information. Nieto likes QR codes. Approved by acclamation. 

4. Matthew Paul motioned that it would be appropriate to remove the 

previous SHNA President, Jeannie Pease, from the SHNA Executive 

Committee distribution list. It has been years since she was President, 

and she has not been active on the Executive Committee. Webber 

seconded this motion, approved. 

5. First Baptist Church sent the committee an email asking if we would 

include information regarding their Fall Festival in out next newsletter. 

It was determined that existing protocol for the SHNA newsletter is to 

not promote any businesses in the newsletter. Churches would be 

considered businesses regarding SHNA membership. Business 

promotion is permitted solely for newly admitted members. Business 

memberships are $10.00 and a general article regarding that business 

is included in the newsletter when they first join. 

V. New Business  

1. Matthew Paul welcomed a guest to the meeting, Meleah Perez. Perez 

is new to the neighborhood and lives near Centennial Park. Paul 

welcomed her and briefly explained how SHNA works. Perez introduced 

herself and expressed interest in becoming involved in SHNA and the 

EC. 

2. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 

6:30 PM on Zoom.  

3. Meeting adjourned. 

 

SHNA News 

Crestline Drive Speed Humps Approved by City Commission  

The Lawrence City Commission has approved installing speed humps along Crestline 
Drive between 9th Street and Bob Billings Parkway as part of the second Neighborhood 
Traffic Management Program (NMTP) project.  

City Engineer David Cronin reported to the Executive Committee on the public outreach 
campaign for this proposal.  Postcards were sent to all residents in the eastern two-
thirds of Sunset Hill requesting input.  Cronin reported that overall, 74 of the 111 
respondents supported the proposed speed cushions, 9 indicated partial support and 
27 were not supportive of the proposed speed cushions.   

The Connected City Advisory Board received the project information and public 
feedback, voicing support for the project.  The recommendation to proceed with the 
project was considered on the City Commission Consent Agenda on Tuesday Aug 5th 

and was approved without comment.   City Municipal Services and Operations intends 
to complete design plans this fall and construct next summer.  Updates will be provided 
on the website  

(https://lawrenceks.gov/community-engagement/crestline/)  

as the project moves forward.   

 

https://lawrenceks.org/traffic-safety/
https://lawrenceks.org/traffic-safety/
https://lawrenceks.org/listens/
https://lawrenceks.org/listens/
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/city-code/chapter03.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/city-code/chapter03.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/city-code/chapter03.pdf
https://lawrenceks.org/attorney/good_neighbor/
https://lawrenceks.org/attorney/good_neighbor/
https://lawrenceks.org/snow/
https://lawrenceks.org/swm/hhw/
https://lawrenceks.org/swm/hhw/
https://www.bodyboutiquefitness.com/
https://www.bodyboutiquefitness.com/
https://www.bodyboutiquefitness.com/
https://www.buckinghampalacecleaning.com/
https://www.buckinghampalacecleaning.com/
https://www.buckinghampalacecleaning.com/
https://lawrenceks.gov/community-engagement/crestline/


3 

 

• Central Bank of the 
Midwest 

• The Chiropractic 
Element 

• Chops Comics 

• Chris Munk State 
Farm Insurance 

• Christal K-9 

• Color Studio 

• Commerce Bank  

• Connie K. Grob, 
Bookkeeping 

• Cosmos Indian 
Store & Cafe 

• Dazzlers Christian 

Dance 

• Dexter’s Grill and 
Pub 

• Econo Lodge  

• Edie Insurance 

• Empire Bar & 
Billiards 

• Ernie Williamson 

Music 

• Everest Liquors 

• Excalibur of 

Westminster Hair 
Styling 

• The EyeDoctors 
Optometrists 

• Family 

Psychological 
Services, LLC  

• Family Therapy 
Institute Midwest 

• Farm Bureau 

Financial Services 

• Free State 
Insurance 

• Goodcents Deli 

• Great American 

Bank 

• Great Plains Media 

• Heartland Meat 

Market 

• Hillcrest 
Laundromat 

• Hillcrest Styling 
Center 

• Hite Collision 

• The Hive Salon 

• In the Zone Pro 

Shop 

• iScreen Express 

SHNA Membership Rebounds 

You may remember from a 2024 summer SHNA newsletter article that the membership 
in SHNA has been declining since the pandemic. In 2025, for the first time since 2020, 
the membership has significantly increased from 88 members in 2024, to the current 
membership of 113. In more good news, 45 of the current members are new to SHNA. 

At the spring EC meeting, members discussed possible reasons for this welcome 
increase.  Factors which may have improved our membership numbers include: 

• Flyering the entire neighborhood prior to the 2025 Annual Meeting for the first 

time since 2017, 
• Placement of yard signs announcing the Annual Meeting, 
• Including a QR code on the flyer with a link to the membership web page, 
• Introduction of online membership application and payment via Zeffy, and  
• Automatic renewal capabilities of Zeffy. 

The Executive Committee was pleased and encouraged that SHNA membership has 
rebounded and now includes many members who are new to SHNA. Increased 
participation means a better-informed neighborhood, and an enhanced ability to affect 
positive change in Sunset Hill.

 

Call for Applause Award Nominations 

It is time again to nominate our neighbors for the annual 
SHNA Applause Award!   

Once a year the Sunset Hill Neighborhood Association 
recognizes neighbors who have recently enhanced their 
home through renovations, landscaping, or other 
improvements. If you know of someone that has been 
working hard on their home, rental, or business and would 
be a good candidate for this award, please send a nomination email to Joan Stone at 
jomstone1959@gmail.com.  

Thank your neighbors for their hard work and investment in Sunset Hill!  Nominate 
them in an email to Joan! The names of the 2025-2026 Applause Award recipients will 
be published in the Winter issue of this newsletter.  

 

Neighborhood News 

Sidewalk near Sunset Hill Elementary repaired by USD 497 

At the 2025 annual meeting, one participant asked about 
issues involving the sidewalk South of Sunset Hill Elementary 
that connects Yale Rd. to Wellington Rd. The participant noted 
that rainwater runoff was eroding the ground beside the 
sidewalk and creating mud puddles after rains and slippery 
conditions during freezing weather. 

Not long after that meeting landscape crews from USD 497 installed plastic barriers to 
deflect rainwater runoff from the sidewalk. Unfortunately, this was only partially 
successful. Runoff continued to erode the soil south of the sidewalk and accumulate at 
the base of the slope. A month later, the landscaping crew returned, removed the 

mailto:jomstone1959@gmail.com
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• Jade Garden 
Restaurant 

• Jayhawk Nail 

• Jayhawk Trophy 

• Jazzercise 
Lawrence 

• John R. Hooge, 

Attorneys at Law 
P.A. 

• Kansas Secured 

Title 

• Kobe Japanese 

Steakhouse 

• Kwik Shop 

• La Petite Academy 

• Lawrence Center 
for 
Entrepreneurship 

• Lawrence Family 
Vision Clinic 

• Lawrence Shirt 
Factory 

• Lawrence Suitel 

• Leeway Butcher 
Shop 

• Lewis Veterinary 

• Linux New Media 

• Living Financial 

Solutions Center 

• Life Enrichment 
Center 

• Manpower 

• Mediterranean 

Market & Café 

• The Merc Co+op 

• Midwest Property 

Management 

• Miller & Midyett 
Real Estate 

• Muddy Waters 
Studio 

• Munchers Bakery 

• NAPA Auto Parts 

• Optometry, F. J. 

Florey, O.D. 

• Orchards Drug 

• Orchards Executive 

Golf & Footgolf 

• Point A School of 

Dance 

• Prestige Hair Studio 

• Property 

Management 
Services 

plastic barrier, and installed a runoff filter tube along the sidewalk. So far, this 
remediation has proved much more successful. 

The Executive Committee would like to thank USD 497 for their prompt action on this 
safety problem. Lawrence Public Schools works hard to maintain safe and attractive 
campuses. Their efforts to solve traffic issues, though not always entirely successful, 
have improved traffic conditions at the end of school days around both schools. The 
SHNA EC thanks them for their efforts in a small way each year, by donating $50.00 to 
each school for their general funds. By working together with our public schools, we 
help provide a safe and supportive environment for the education of Lawrence 
students.

Lantern Walk Returns to Sunset Hill 

The newsletter editor recently received an email from Stephen Mason, Lawrence City 
Planner, informing SHNA that they are bringing the Lantern Walk back to the Sunset Hill 
Neighborhood. You may remember that the city sponsored this event last year to 
promote walking, specifically for school-age children. Here is a link to the 2024 spring 
newsletter which contains an article on the 2024 Lantern Walk on page 5: 
https://sunsethillna.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SHNA-newsletter-2024-09-
14.pdf  

This year’s event will be held on Wednesday, October 22nd, starting at 6pm. They be 
using the same route as last year and hope to have even more vendors along the path 
with information and activities. SHNA will send out an email to members with an 
invitation when more details are available.

City Introduces Citizen Connect Portal 

With recent changes to the Lawrence Development Code, many Lawrence citizens have 
requested more information about development projects in their neighborhood. In 
response, the city has purchased a software suite and introduced an interactive map 
called Citizen Connect.  This interactive tool displays information and the locations of 
development related functions such as Plans, Permits, Inspections, as well as Rental 
Licenses, Code Compliance cases, and Business and Professional Licenses. 

Citizen Connect allows residents to create email alerts for new and existing cases based 
on their status. Users may also download data directly from the tool and compare 
trends over time. Citizen Connect provides greater access to the development 
information the city collects. 

The following guides provide a general overview and step-by-step instructions for using 
Citizen Connect: 

• Citizen Connect Overview Guide  

https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/epl/citizen-connect-overview.pdf 

• How To Create an Account and Create Alerts 

https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/epl/citizen-connect-account-alerts.pdf  

To create email alerts, it is necessary to open an account by providing your email 
address and setting a strong password.  Once you have signed in, you can set 
boundaries to establish your area of interest, and then request periodic notices of 
permits issued, rental licenses issued, inspections made, and much more. This is a new 
service, and your editor has identified one issue: this website may not be supported by 
the Firefox browser, so if you want to sign in to your account, you will need to use a 

https://sunsethillna.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SHNA-newsletter-2024-09-14.pdf
https://sunsethillna.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SHNA-newsletter-2024-09-14.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/epl/citizen-connect-overview.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/epl/citizen-connect-overview.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/epl/citizen-connect-account-alerts.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/epl/citizen-connect-account-alerts.pdf
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• Quality Inn 
Lawrence 

• Dr. Robert Werner, 
Chiropractor 

• Royal Crest Lanes 

• Salon Renew 

• The Scone Lady 

Coffee Shop 

• Scotch Cleaners 

• The Selection Autos 

• Sew Forth 
Alterations – SHNA 

Member 

• Shelter Insurance 

• Sizzors Inc. 

• Sonic Drive-in 

• Southern Accent 
Catering 

• Stephens Insurance 

• Stephens Real 

Estate 

• Stoneback 
Appliance – SHNA 

Member 

• Stuart Chiropractic 

• Sue Mulcahey, 

D.C., Chiropractor 

• Sunflower Natural 

Pet Supplies  

• Sunflower Rentals 

• Sunset West 

Laundry 

• Tortas Jalisco 

Mexican Restaurant 

• Virginia Inn Suites 

• Waddell & Reed 

• Walgreens 

• Wayne & Larry’s 

• Wakarusa Valley 

Credit Union 

• Westside 66 

• Yellow Brick Yoga

 

Sunset Hill Houses 

of Worship 

• Christ Community 
Church  

• Christ Covenant 
Church  

• First Baptist Church  

• Free State of 
Lawrence 

browser other than Firefox. For more information, please browse the Citizen Connect 
web page at:  https://cityoflawrence-ks-cc.connect.socrata.com/ 

 

City Asks Residents to “Mow Smarter” 

The City of Lawrence Municipal Services & Operations (MSO) Department is reminding 
residents that what goes into our storm drains flows directly into our streams, lakes, 
and the Kansas River—untreated. 

Stormwater isn’t filtered at a treatment plant like the City's wastewater. That means 
when grass clippings, leaves, fertilizer, or pet waste end up in the street or near storm 
drains, they wash into our waterways during the next rainfall. These pollutants can fuel 
harmful algae blooms, reduce water quality, and damage aquatic ecosystems. 
 
Just one freshly mowed lawn can release up to 100 pounds of algae-causing nutrients 
if those grass clippings make their way into nearby lakes or ponds. 

To help protect our waterways: 

• Always blow or sweep clippings back onto your lawn—never into the street. 

• Mulch-mow your yard to naturally fertilize your lawn and reduce runoff. 

• Use fertilizers and lawn chemicals sparingly and according to label 
instructions. 

• Compost yard waste or use the City’s yard waste collection service. 

• Plant native species and install rain gardens to help manage stormwater at the 
source. 

This is part of the City’s broader efforts to protect water quality and reduce flooding 
risks through green infrastructure and public education. From maintaining over 400 
miles of stormwater pipes to supporting resident-led rain garden projects, MSO is 
committed to building a cleaner, more resilient Lawrence. 

“We all have a part to play in protecting our water,” said Michael Leos, Communications 
Specialist for MSO. “These small actions—like keeping grass clippings out of the 
street—can have a big impact when everyone does their part.” 

Residents can learn more about proper yard care and stormwater management 
at: lawrenceks.org/mso/stormwater 
 
Let’s work together this summer to keep our streets clean and our rivers clear.

Developer Requesting Higher Density Zoning Change for 

Property Near Sunset Hill 

The Lawrence Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Commission will consider an item 
at the regular meeting beginning 6:30 PM on Wednesday September 24th to: 

1. rezone approximately 2.68 acres located at 2000 Bluffs drive from R3 
(residential medium density) to district R34 (residential high density) district, 
and 

2. Rezone approximately 3.96 acres at the same location from M2 (mixed large 
neighborhood district) to R4 (residential high density) district. 

The site was previously considered as a potential location for Lawrence’s City Hall. The 
idea was presented back in September 2024 because of a lack of space in the current 

https://www.sewforthalterations.com/
https://www.sewforthalterations.com/
https://www.sewforthalterations.com/
https://stonebackappliance.com/
https://stonebackappliance.com/
https://stonebackappliance.com/
https://cityoflawrence-ks-cc.connect.socrata.com/
https://lawrenceks.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ca5a42664e87643b2b54d343&id=7dab9e36a5&e=3745bfcf6d


6 

 

 

• Immanuel Lutheran 
Church  

• Saint Nicholas 
Orthodox Christian 

Church  

• Unity of Lawrence 

• West Side 

Presbyterian 
Church 

 

Sunset Hill Parks 

• Centennial Park 

• Ludlam Park 

• Quarry Park 

 

Sunset Hill Schools 

• Sunset Hill 
Elementary School  

• West Middle School 

City Hall building at 6 E. Sixth St.; however, the City Commission voted 3-2 in October 
2024 to scuttle the plans to purchase the site after lengthy public input that urged 
commissioners to reconsider moving City Hall from downtown. 

Interested parties are encouraged to submit comments in writing to 
planning@lawrenceks.org. The Commission has established a deadline for receipt of all 
written communications of no later than 10:00 AM on Monday September 26, 2025. To 
participate in the meeting remotely please reference the top of the online agenda to 
receive the zoom link please check the online agenda for updates and changes at: 
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/portal/. 

Although this property is not within the boundaries of Sunset Hill, it is adjacent to the 
northeast corner of the neighborhood. The developers plan to add a mix of multifamily 
housing options on the vast parking lots that make up the eastern portion of the 
property. 

 

 

 

That’s all for now. Enjoy the cooler fall weather! 

 

And thanks for supporting SHNA! 

mailto:planning@lawrenceks.org
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/portal/

